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USTR Requests Comments on Reinstatement of Targeted Potential 
Exclusions of Products of China Subject to Section 301 Tariffs 

 

WASHINGTON – Following Ambassador Katherine Tai’s announcement on 

October 4, 2021 that the Office of the United States Trade Representative (USTR) 

will start a targeted tariff exclusion process, today USTR is posting a Federal 

Register notice inviting public comments on whether to reinstate previously 

extended exclusions.  The exclusions process is a key part of the Biden-Harris 

Administration’s deliberative, long-term vision for realigning the U.S. – China trade 

relationship around our priorities and making trade work for American workers and 

businesses. 

 

In her speech outlining the Administration’s new approach, Ambassador Tai also 

announced that she will discuss with China its performance under the Phase One 

Agreement, raise our broader concerns with Beijing's non-market policies and 

practices, and work with allies and partners who share our strong interest in 

ensuring that the terms of competition are fair. 

 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fustr.us7.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Db58f12c4da47019d98a1e84ef%26id%3D5c41872d76%26e%3D4d727c62a4&data=04%7C01%7C%7C83e2e70864d24280605908d98840f119%7C86c0e625486c4605be4d2eb57c638f37%7C1%7C1%7C637690634767703695%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=2kcyOKbrixw%2By9arbhu0k0wD7ZNGNr6%2FgeQYrjymu0c%3D&reserved=0


 

Of the more than 2,200 exclusions that were granted, 549 were extended. Most of 

these exclusions expired by December 31, 2020.  As these exclusions were 

previously found to warrant additional time, USTR will evaluate, on a case-by-case 

basis, the possible reinstatement of each exclusion. 

 

The focus of the evaluation will be whether, despite the first imposition of these 

additional duties in September 2018, the particular product remains available only 

from China.  In addition, USTR will consider whether reinstating the exclusion, or 

not reinstating the exclusion, will impact or result in severe economic harm to the 

commenter or other U.S. interests, including the impact on small businesses, 

employment, manufacturing output, and critical supply chains in the United States, 

as well as the overall impact of the exclusions on the goal of obtaining the 

elimination of China’s acts, policies and practices covered in the Section 301 

investigation. 

 

The public comment period will last for 50 days, from October 12 through 

December 1. USTR will then review the public comments, and consult with other 

agencies, including the Small Business Administration.   As part of the exclusion 

review process, USTR will work to ensure the China 301 tariffs align with the 

Biden-Harris Administration’s economic priorities.  The reinstated exclusions will be 

retroactive to October 12.  USTR is seeking comments on the appropriate length 

for the reinstated exclusions. Reinstated exclusions will be published in the Federal 

Register. 
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